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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

 

1. I am pleased to introduce the report of the Secretary-General (A/69/404) proposing the 

preliminary resource requirements for the United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response 

(UNMEER) and the Office of the Special Envoy on Ebola. 

 

2. The mission was established following the adoption of General Assembly resolution 69/1, 

and based on the identical letters of Secretary-General dated 17 September 2014 to the President of 

the General Assembly and the President of the Security Council (A/69/389-S/2014/679). 

 

4.  Today, the Secretary-General is presenting the preliminary resource requirements for 

UNMEER and the Office of the Special Envoy for the period until the end of 2014 in the amount of 

$49.9 million.  Pending completion of the ongoing assessment of the requirements in the region and 

the submission of a detailed budget proposal, it is requested that these requirements be funded 

through a commitment authority.   

 

5 Strengthening the capacity of the national authorities to stop the spread of Ebola by 

achieving a concrete impact on the ground as quickly as possible is critical.  Many United Nations 

colleagues have been working tirelessly in the affected countries since this outbreak began. The 

establishment of UNMEER builds on and supplements their efforts. The Mission is already 

operating in the region. Over 50 UNMEER staff are deployed and working in the region. Additional 

logistics materials and critical items such as personal protection equipment are arriving in the 

affected countries. 

 

6. UNMEER joins an increasing response by the international community and other partners to 

support the efforts of the national authorities. The Mission will help ensure that these collective 

efforts are aligned to achieve unity of effort towards an agreed Ebola response plan in each country. 

In doing so, it will harness the capabilities and capacity of all United Nations actors on the ground.  
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7. UNMEER will be guided by the overall Global Strategic Response Plan developed by the 

Special Envoy on Ebola in consultation with the World Health Organization.  
 

8. Special Representative of the Secretary-General, and Head of UNMEER, Mr. Anthony 

Banbury arrived at the Mission Headquarters in Accra, Ghana on 29 September. Following two 

days of consultations in Liberia with national authorities and other partners, today he is in Sierra 

Leone for similar round of consultations before travelling onwards to Guinea. 

 

9.   These consultations and the ongoing assessments of the situation in the region are 

informing the detailed planning on how best to enhance the existing capacities of the United 

Nations system, and the contributions of other partners, to support the efforts of the Governments 

concerned.   This planning process will also inform the detailed budget proposal that will be 

submitted to the Assembly later this year.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

7. The pace at which the Ebola virus has been spreading requires a significantly increased 

collective effort to support the national authorities and the peoples of the affected countries. The 

swift action by the General Assembly in response to the Secretary-General’s letter reflects that 

urgency.  The global response to this outbreak is increasing yet time remains our enemy. The  

proposal before you will provide the initial capacities to enable UNMEER and the Office of the 

Special Envoy to quickly scale up their activities to address the outbreak. Your continued support 

and favourable consideration of the proposal before you is requested. 

 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


